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A b s t r a c t s
This study aims to reveal the mystical elements of the Banyumas folk-
lore SetuPahing. This research is a qualitative descriptive study in the 
study of Literary Anthropology. The study used primary data in the form 
of the SetuPahing folklore which was recorded by Dinas Kebudayaan 
dan PariwisataKabupatenBanyumas in 2009. In addition to primary 
data, relevant references were used as secondary data. Data collection 
was done by literature study and interviews with informants, while data 
analysis used content analysis. The results of the study show that mysti-
cism in the folklore of SetuPahing is also a cultural identity owned by 
the Javanese people, especially the Banyumas people. These can be 
seen from 1) believing in the fateful day, 2) the existence of taboos, 3) 
believing in hunches, and 4) believing in magical objects contained in 
the SetuPahing folklore
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Introduction
Folklore is a form of oral literature. Oral literature is a story that is passed down from 

generation to generation in oral form. According to Endraswara (2006), the characteristics of 
oral literature include (1) literary works created by traditional people’s thoughts before knowing 
letters to write a story, (2) literary works that describe certain cultures with anonymous writers, 
(3) works that tell the story. -imaginative things, and (4) the words used a lot using parables. 
Oral tradition at that time was used by the community to tell a story. However, as the times 
progressed, stories that were conveyed orally began to be written in text form. It is like a folk 
tale that is recorded and then published.

Oral literature actually contains the cultural expression of the owner community. A culture 
that is spread from generation to generation or by word of mouth (Hutomo 1991:1). Culture 
is the basis for seeing the procedures for human life related to beliefs, attitudes, and products 
produced (Siregar, 2008; 4). Through oral literature, the culture of a region can be known. Each 
region usually also has oral literature that is guarded and preserved by the community that owns 
it. The noble values   of a particular culture are reflected in oral literature. Folklore as a form of 
oral literature stores local cultural values   that are unique to the community that owns it (Zaidan 
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